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April 25, 2017 

Members of the U.S. Senate:  

On behalf of the members of the International Franchise Association (“IFA”), which represents 

733,000 franchise businesses that employ 7.6 million Americans, I urge you to support the 

nomination of R. Alexander Acosta, Dean of the Florida International University College of Law, 

to serve as Secretary of the U.S. Department of Labor (DOL).   

American businesses, but particularly small businesses like most franchise owners, continue to 

face a great deal of risk due to regulatory overreach and uncertainty created during the previous 

Administration. A new Secretary of Labor can quickly address many of the regulatory challenges 

facing the business community. This change would allow businesses to focus on creating jobs 

and growing the economy rather than red tape.  For example, once confirmed by the Senate, 

we hope a top priority for the DOL will be rolling back damaging and ill-conceived regulations 

such as the harmful expansion of joint employer liability and the too-far, too-fast increase in the 

overtime threshold that has been put on hold by a Texas judge.  

The IFA also urges the new DOL to eliminate and rewrite the Wage and Hour Administrator’s 

extraordinarily broad January 2016 administrator’s interpretation on joint employment.  This 

guidance established that nearly any business-to-business contractual relationship could involve 

joint employment liability. This expansive view of employer liability created far more questions 

than answers and doubled-down on the expansion of joint employer liability that began with the 

National Labor Relations Board’s reinterpretation of the long-held joint employer standard in the 

2015 Browning-Ferris decision.   

Mr. Acosta is a dedicated public servant who has spent years wrestling with complex legal 

issues.  He recognizes the importance of certainty in the law for businesses and the need to 

balance the interests of employers with employees.  Further, Mr. Acosta’s experience in both 

the private and public sectors has prepared him to be an effective leader of the DOL.   

Given Mr. Acosta has been confirmed by the U.S. Senate three times with bipartisan support – 

for the National Labor Relations Board, as an Assistant Attorney General, and as U.S. Attorney 

for the Southern District of Florida – we are confident there will be bipartisan support for his 

nomination to be the Secretary of Labor.  For these reasons, the IFA urges the U.S. Senate to 

confirm Mr. Acosta without delay.   

The IFA is the world’s oldest and largest organization representing the interests of franchising.  

IFA members include franchise companies in over 300 different business formats, including  
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more than 17,000 local franchise business owners, 1,400 franchisors, and 700 companies 

supporting the industry.  There are franchise businesses in every state in the country. 

Thank you in advance for considering the IFA’s position. 

Sincerely, 

      

 

 

Robert C. Cresanti 

President & CEO 

 

 

 


